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The Picaza Lectureship attracts exceptionally distinguished Academic Neurosurgeons who are 
internationally recognized as leaders in their field. The annual 4-day visit with the University 
of Miami/Jackson trainees, allows them to interact informally by making rounds and more 
formally through didactic lectures with residents/fellows who are being rigorously formed to 
likely become future leaders in their field. The main formal didactic Picaza Lectureship and 
the one-on-one participation with exceptional leaders is a yearly educational highlight of our 
neuroscience community.

We invite you to help us take excellence in neurosurgery education to the next level.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

• Annual Holiday Silver mixer fundraiser

 • Annual private home VIP reception

• Logo/Advertisement placements: invitation, program, tickets     

•  Product placement on site 

• One-on-one access to upscale market and after event follow up

SINCE 2012 A WHO’S WHO IN GLOBAL 
NEUROSURGERY HAS VISITED MIAMI 



Dr. Jorge A. Picaza was born in Havana, Cuba 
in 1919. His father, Dr. Saturnino Picaza, was an 
accomplished internist and a true Renaissance man 
who spoke six languages and accumulated one of 
the most comprehensive personal libraries in Cuba. 
It is not surprising that his father had a tremendous 
influence in Jorge’s intellectual development and his 
eventual choice of a medical career. Jorge graduated 
from the University of Havana School of Medicine 
and completed his medical internship in 1944 at the 
University Hospital in Havana. During his university 
years, he was a star athlete and was captain of the 
school’s rowing team. Against the advice of his 
peers, who saw no future in the budding specialty 
of neurosurgery, Jorge chose this difficult track and 
entered the prestigious neurosurgical residency at 
the Mayo Clinic under the mentorship of the famous 
Alfred Adson. 

He completed his neurosurgical residency at 
Mayo’s and obtained a Master of Science Degree in 
Neurosurgery at the University of Minnesota and 
then returned to Havana in 1948 to become Chief 
of Neurosurgery at Havana’s renowned Mercedes 
Hospital. In 1950, he was also named Chief of 
Neurosurgery at Havana’s Children’s Hospital. 

During his 12 years of practice in Havana, Dr. Picaza became Cuba’s most prominent neurosurgeon and 
acquired international reputation receiving patients from all of Latin America and training a number of 
neurosurgeons from Central and South America. He introduced modern epilepsy surgery and stereotactic 
surgery in Cuba. During these years he touched the lives of innumerable patients whose children and 
grandchildren live today in Miami and remember him with undying affection.

1st ANNUAL
PICAZA  LECTURESHIP

DR. JORGE A. PICAZA
HIS PASSION FOR THE NEUROSCIENCES 

Invitation_2019-out.indd   1

1/25/19   10:23 AM



Like most of his generation of outstanding 
physicians in Cuba, Dr. Picaza left the island with 
his family in 1960 as a consequence of Castro’s 
dictatorship. Being a diplomat of the American 
Board of Neurological Surgery, Dr. Picaza was able 
to join the neurosurgical practice of Dr. Bland 
Cannon, one of his co-residents at Mayo’s, in 
Memphis, Tennessee. Shortly after, due to his 
prominence as a scientist and physician, he was 
granted citizenship by a special act of Congress. 
Despite his professional success in Memphis, 
where he was President of the Tennessee 
Neurological Society, Jorge could not remain 
forever away from the tropics and consequently 
he moved to Tampa to become Professor of 
Neurosurgery and Chief of the Neurosurgical 
Section at the University of South Florida’s 
College of Medicine. Wanting to be even closer 
to his Cuban roots, he moved to Miami in 1975 
where he served as Chief of Neurosurgery at 
Mercy Hospital until his retirement. 

During his remarkable career, Jorge made 
several original contributions to neurosurgery 
and wrote over 50 refereed publications. He 
received numerous awards including the Order 
of Finlay, the highest medical recognition in 
pre-Castro Cuba, the Danny Thomas Award of 
Merit from St. Jude Hospital in Memphis and 
the Americanism Award of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution for outstanding citizenship, 
among many others.

Jorge was always the perfect gentleman. He was 
thoughtful, kind and always in perfect control of 
his emotions. With his extraordinary presence 
and natural charisma, he inspired absolute 
confidence in his patients whom he could always 
comfort with a gentle touch. He loved life and 
all of nature but particularly the ocean, which 
he so enjoyed during his golden years in his 
sailboat, “Don Quixote.” He adored his lovely 
wife of 52 years, Mariquita, and his beautiful four 
children. His father Saturnino would have been 
incredibly proud to have seen Jorge develop into 
a phenomenally well rounded intellectual with 
an eclectic interest in science, nature, history and 
philosophy. His legacy and his indelible influence 
on all that knew him is immeasurable. 

To honor his memory and his commitment 
and passion for the Neurosciences, his family 
and friends have endowed the Annual Picaza 
Lectureship.

TO HONOR HIS MEMORY
AND COMMITMENT 
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2020    ARTHUR L. DAY, MD
  Professor & Program Director
  Department of Neurosurgery, University of Texas
  Houston Health Science Center

2019    PAUL JOSEPH CAMARATA, MD
  Professor & Chairman
  Department of Neurosurgery, University of Kansas
 
2018  ANIL NANDA, MD
  Professor, Department of Neurosurgery, LSUHSC Shreveport
      
2017    VOLKER K.H. SONNTAG, MD
  Vice Chairman Emeritus, Division of Neurological Surgery
  Endowed Alumni Spine Research Chair
  Professor of Clinical Neurosurgery, 
  University of Arizona College of Medicine, Tucson

2016    DANIEL L. BARROW, MD
  Professor & Chairman
  Department of Neurological Surgery Director, Emory MBNA Stroke Center
  Chief of the Neurological Surgery Service, Emory University Hospital

2014  ALAN R. COHEN, MD
  Franc D. Ingraham Professor of Neurosurgery
  Harvard Medical School

2013    PAUL BENJAMIN NELSON, MD
  Professor 
  Penn State Hershey College of Medicine at 
  University Park, Department of Neurological Surgery

2012    DUKE SAMSON, MD
  Professor 
  University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
  Department of Neurological Surgery

PICAZA RESEARCH DAY 
VISITING PROFESSORS

Duke Samson was born in Odessa Texas, graduated from 

Odessa High School in 1961, and attended Stanford 

University, where he majored in psychology and played intercolle-

giate football and rugby.  He graduated from Washington University 

Medical School and completed a surgical internship at Duke Univer-

sity Medical Center.  His neurosurgical residency at the University of 

Texas Southwestern Medical School was highlighted by a fellowship 

with Professor Gerard Guiot in Paris and Professor M. G. Yasargil in 

Zurich. Dr. Samson served in the United States Army Medical Corps 

at Clark Air Force Base in the Republic of the Philippines and Walter 

Reed Army Medical Center.  In 1977 he joined the faculty at South-

western, focusing his clinical and investigative interests on vascular diseases of the nervous system.  Dr. Samson was 

promoted to Professor of Surgery in 1984 and assumed the chairmanship of the division of neurological surgery the 

following year.  In 1987, neurosurgery at Southwestern achieved departmental status and he accepted the W. Kemp 

Clark Chair, established in honor of the division’s first chairman.  On sabbatical leave from the chairmanship in 

1998, Dr. Samson was named Director of the Mobility Foundation, a multi-disciplinary center dedicated to clini-

cal research in cerebrovascular diseases and spinal cord injury.  He currently holds both the Kimberly-Clark Distin-

guished Chair and the Lois and Darwin Smith Distinguished Chair in Neurological Surgery. Duke and his wife, Dr. 

Patricia Bergen, a member of the Department of Surgery at UT Southwestern, are proud parents of Lorne Daniel, a 

senior at the United States Naval Academy, and Gabriel Stanford, a sophomore at the University of Montana.

Dr. Samson is universally regarded as one of the top cerebrovascular neurosurgeons in the world.  His phenomenal 

surgical skills and his courage and fortitude in dealing with the most complex neurovascular problems is legendary.  

His honesty in discussing his complications, and his humility in recognizing his failures and minimizing the signifi-

cance of his much more frequent successes are widely respected by all who know him well.  His legacy to neurosur-

gery through the many outstanding surgeons he has trained and his influence in moving forward the frontiers of 

cerebrovascular surgery is substantial and enduring.  Above all, however, his friends respect him for his devotion to 

his patients and his empathy in sharing their suffering.  The University of Miami and the Picaza family are extraordi-

narily proud to have him as the first Jorge A. Picaza lecturer.

D r. Sonntag holds over 20 professional memberships to 

include: North American Spine Society, President 2000-

2001;  American Association of Neurological Surgeons Vice President 

2001;  Academy of Neurological Surgeons, President 2004; American 

Board of Neurological Surgeons, Director; (Chairman, Recertification 

Committee.) 1998-2004; Neurosurgery Resident Review Committee 

2005-2011; AANS Professional Conduct Committee 2008-2011; Society 

of Neurological Surgery – NCAST 2010-2013.
Dr. Sonntag is the editor of five text books, Principles of Spinal Surgery, 

Essentials of the Spine, Surgical Treatment of Discogenic Diseases of the 

Spine, Surgery of the Craniovertebral Junction and Kempe’s Operative 

Neurosurgery.
Dr. Sonntag has authored over 100 book chapters and over 450 papers.  

He has given over 980 presentations in institutions, Congress’s and 

Universities world wide, and also has been a Visiting Professor in over 

73 institutions. He currently is or was on over 16 Editorial Boards.

Dr. Volker K.H. Sonntag

Vice Chairman Emeritus, Division of Neurological Surgery

Endowed Alumni Spine Research Chair

Professor of Clinical Neurosurgery, University

 

of Arizona College of Medicine, Tucson

Dr. Paul J. Camarata is Professor and Chairman of the Department 

of Neurosurgery at the University of Kansas in Kansas City.  

He previously served as an academic faculty member at the University 

of Minnesota Department of Neurosurgery, and the University of 

Missouri-Kansas City.  As a resident, cerebrovascular surgery and skull 

base fellow, and young faculty member at Minnesota he was a recipient 

of the American College of Surgeons 2-yr scholarship, and a K Award 

from the NINDS on the MR spectroscopic characterization of ischemic 

stroke.  He was a principal physician leader in the development of the 

Mid America (now St. Luke’s) Neuroscience Institute in Kansas City, 

and has maintained a robust practice in the treatment of cerebrovascular 

disease and skull base tumors in Kansas City, where he has practiced 

for the last 22 years.  As KU Department chair, he leads a group of 11 

adult neurosurgeons and a recently expanded residency program. He was 

recently named to the Board of Directors for the American Board of 

Neurological Surgeons.  He maintains an active interest in clinical research, currently serving as 

a member of the Executive Committee and Surgical Steering Committee 

for the Minimally Invasive Surgery Plus Rt-PA for ICH Evacuation 

(MISTIE III) Trial, and previously as a local PI for the ATACH II, CLEAR 

III, and ACTIsSIMA (stem cell treatment of chronic stroke) trials.  

He has served organized neurosurgery in a number of roles for the 

American Association of Neurological Surgeons, and spent 10 years on 

the Executive Committee of the Congress of Neurological Surgeons, 

including a 3-year tenure as Treasurer. He has also served as Treasurer 

and Councilor for the Neurosurgical Society of America. 

Dr. Camarata has a number of peer-reviewed publications since 1985, 

including articles in Neurosurgery, the Journal of Neurosurgery, 

Neurosurgical Focus, Neurology, Stroke, and Lancet Neurology. His 

current clinical practice focuses on cerebrovascular disease, skull base 

surgery, and epilepsy surgery.

Paul Joseph Camarata MD, FACS
Professor & Chairman

Department of Neurosurgery, 
University of Kansas

Dr. Volker K.H. Sonntag
 2017  Picaza Lecturer 

University of Miami-Miller School of Medicine

Department of Neurosurgery 
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Duke Samson was born in Odessa Texas, graduated 
from Odessa High School in 1961, and attended 
Stanford University, where he majored in 
psychology and played intercollegiate football and 
rugby. He graduated from Washington University 
Medical School and completed a surgical 
internship at Duke University Medical Center. 
His neurosurgical residency at the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical School was 
highlighted by a fellowship with Professor Gerard 
Guiot in Paris and Professor M. G. Yasargil in 
Zurich. Dr. Samson served in the United States 

Army Medical Corps at Clark Air Force Base 
in the Republic of the Philippines and Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center. In 1977 he joined 
the faculty at Southwestern, focusing his clinical 
and investigative interests on vascular diseases 
of the nervous system. Dr. Samson was promoted 
to Professor of Surgery in 1984 and assumed the 
chairmanship of the division of neurological 
surgery the following year. In 1987, neurosurgery 
at Southwestern achieved departmental status and 
he accepted the W. Kemp Clark Chair, established 
in honor of the division’s first chairman. On 

2012 PICAZA LECTURER 

2017 PICAZA LECTURER 

Alan R. Cohen, MD  2014  Picaza Lecturer
 University of Miami-Miller School of MedicineDepartment of Neurosurgery

 
 Residents Program FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2014

Lois Pope Life Center (L.P.L.C.)1st Fl. Women’s Guild Room1095 NW 14 TerraceMiami, FL 33136
 1:00 – 2:00 pm             Lunch with Visiting Professor and Residents

2:00 – 4:00 pm             Case presentations
 

Cocktail Reception
   7:00 – 9:00 pm   Cocktails & Appetizers Reception 

Reception at “Shambala”the Historical Waterfront Bungalow ofMs. Sandra DufayEntrada Estates3648 Matheson AvenueCoconut Grove, Florida  33133off Douglas Road and Old Cutler 
 

Dr. Sonntag holds over 20 professional 
memberships to include: North American 
Spine Society, President 2000-2001; American 
Association of Neurological Surgeons Vice 
President 2001; Academy of Neurological 
Surgeons, President 2004; American Board of 
Neurological Surgeons, Director; (Chairman, 
Recertification Committee) 1998-2004; 
Neurosurgery Resident Review Committee 2005-
2011; AANS Professional Conduct Committee 
2008-2011; Society of Neurological Surgery – 

NCAST 2010-2013.

Dr. Sonntag is the editor of five text books, 
Principles of Spinal Surgery, Essentials of the 
Spine, Surgical Treatment of Discogenic Diseases 
of the Spine, Surgery of the Craniovertebral 
Junction and Kempe’s Operative Neurosurgery.

Dr. Sonntag has authored over 100 book chapters 
and over 450 papers. He has given over 980 
presentations in institutions, Congress’s and 
Universities world wide, and also has been a 

2019 PICAZA LECTURER 
Dr. Paul J. Camarata is Professor and Chairman of 
the Department of Neurosurgery at the University 
of Kansas in Kansas City. He previously served as 
an academic faculty member at the University of 
Minnesota Department of Neurosurgery, and the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City. As a resident, 
cerebrovascular surgery and skull base fellow, and 
young faculty member at Minnesota he was a 

recipient of the American College of Surgeons 2-yr 
scholarship, and a K Award from the NINDS on 
the MR spectroscopic characterization of ischemic 
stroke. He was a principal physician leader in the 
development of the Mid America (now St. Luke’s) 
Neuroscience Institute in Kansas City, and has 
maintained a robust practice in the treatment of 
cerebrovascular disease and skull base tumors in 


